














The Ten Hymn-Playing Commandments
by Vance Reese

Purpose
1. During the performance of a hymn you shall

have no other central focal point than the
praise of God.

Text

2 Use the graven image of the text as the guide-
line for what you do musically.

Preparation

3. Do not entertain the vain notion that you do
not have to prepare in order to play hymns well
for worship.

Breathing

4. You shall observe proper rests in hymns; you

must take time to breathe at the ends of phras-
es and at the end of a verse.

Articulation

5. Honor the soprano line by articulating it well.
Honor good rules of articulation for the other
parts as well.

MAY CHAPTER MEETING IS8 SUNDAY, MAY
16, 4:00 P.M....BYSTOL’S BACK YARD
BASH at the home of Norm and Joan
Bystol, 3701 Kennedy S8treet, Fargo

Tempo
6. Do not kill the hymn by taking the tempo too
fast or too slow.

Style

% Do not adulterate the hymn by attaching an
inappropriate style to it either through a des-
cant, free accompaniment or reharmonization.

Rhythm

8. Do not steal time from the notes. Keep the
rhythm steady to help the congregation feel
secure.

Registration

9 Do not bear false witness against the organ.

Keep a clear registration to help the organ
communicate and lead effectively.

Listening -

10. Do not covet another congregation. You must
play for the group you are accompanying. Do
not force them into another mold. Listen to
them and play accordingly. ®
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