








YOUNG RECITALIST... by Groree FrRemcn

Michael Budewitz, a 1l7-year old native
of St. Paul, played an organ recital at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Crookston, Wednesday, August 26. Mr. Bude-
witz played a fine program before an audi-
ence of about 200.

The program opened with two large works
by J. S. Bach: The Prelude and Fugue in D
Major and the Trio sSonata Number 2 in c¢
minor. Mr. Budewitz appeared somewhat
nervous during the Prelude and Fugue which
resulted in tempos which were too fast and
a lack of clear articulation' and phrasing.
Some of this nervousness carried into the
Trio Sonata, particularly the third move-
ment. However, his technique is outstanding
and at no time did he| appear toc be out of
control. The second movement of the Sonata
was played with much expression and nuance.

Next was the Sonata Number 2 by the
German composer Paul Hindemith. Mr. Bude-
witz missed the mark on the first movement
by playing it too fast resulting in the
piece sounding like a technical exercise.
However, the folk-like second movement was
played beautifully (although still a touch
too fast for my taste), and the last fugue
was a perfect example of clear execution
and exceptional choices of registration.

The rest of the program consisted of
music by French composers Jehan Alain, Jean
Langlais, Cesar Franck, Maurice Durufle,
and Charles Marie Widor. Almost without
exception, Mr. Budewitz played these pieces
with amazing technique and beautiful ex-
pression.

The Litanies, Opus 79 by Alain is to be
played with much vigor in contrast to the
Postlude pour l1'Office de Complies, Opus 21
which is to be played softly and expres-
sively. In both cases, Mr. Budewitz played
with maturity which made one forget that he
had just graduated from high school.

The highlight of the evening was the
complete Symphony V, Opus 42 by Widor. This
huge work is seldom heard because o0f the
length and level of difficulty, but it did
not present a problem for Michael Budewitz,
He played it 1like a pro and deserved the
instant standing ovation and bravos from
the enthusiastic audience.

Michael is the student of John Vanella
who is the newly appointed Organist and
Director of Mueic rand Liturgy at the Crook-
ston Cathedral. John is obviously proud of
this student and should be since Mr. Bude-
witz has a promising career in front of
him. I could not help but think that I had
the chance to hear a future "major league”
concert artist. Michael has won several
awards and prizes in various performance
competitions. He now goes on to study organ
at the University of Michigan.

Finally, it is always a treat to hecar
the superb organ at our Cathedral which ‘is
without a doubt one of the finest organs in
northern Minnesota. I fell in love with its
beautiful rich sound the first time I hear
it and am still excited about this out-
standing installation. We are indeed fortu-
nate to have several beautiful organs in
Crookston....(George French is Assistant
Professor and Director of Music and Theater
at the U of M-Crookston and also organist
at Trinity Lutheran in Crookston.)
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