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Message from the Dean                  
Submitted by Dillon J. Swanson 
  

Greetings! 

Lenten blessings to all as you prepare for another busy season as 
church musicians with Holy Week and Easter fast approaching. I’ve 
been blessed to have the opportunity to catch a bit of a break this last 
week and work on preparing for my senior organ recital of my music 
degree at Concordia College. 

As I reflect on all the past couple of months, I wanted to personally 
thank all those who recorded performances last minute for our 
French organ music program in January. COVID prevented us from 
gathering in-person and a few organists were quick and willing to 
submit their pieces digitally in time for us to release a virtual 

program. Organists included in that project were Michael Olson, Oliver Knudson, Dr. Jean 
Hellner, and myself. Your willingness and diligence are greatly appreciated. If you haven’t had a 
chance to see the program yet, it is still available on our YouTube. Simply search “RRVAGO” on 
YouTube and it shall appear along with many of our past programs.  

Coming up this week is an event I’ve been very excited about – Bach Cantata Vespers. Over the 
past couple of weeks, I’ve had the privilege of being the rehearsal accompanist for Dr. Katie Rolf 
and the Fargo-Moorhead Bach Choir and they are sounding FABULOUS! This program will 
feature lots of Bach music from various genres giving the audience all the different flavors of Bach. 
We will hear organ works by members of the RRVAGO including Nathan Kawlewski, Dr. Jean 
Hellner, Susan Clambey, Michael Olson, and more. The Fargo-Moorhead Bach Choir will share a 
motet by Josef Rheinberger and J. S. Bach’s sixth cantata “Bleib bei uns,” and the Borderline 
Strings will play the third ‘Brandenburg’ Concert, BWV 1048 in honor of the 300th Anniversary of 
its dedication to Christian Ludwig, Margrave of Brandenburg-Schwedt. Come ready to hear some 
fabulous music and lend your own voice to the assembly singing of hymns and the evening prayer 
liturgy. 

Speaking of calendars, please take note of our upcoming events list! There is lots happening in the 
Red River Valley organ world including student recitals and our final Diamond Anniversary event 
in May. You’ll notice that following our May concert, we will have our traditional Member Potluck 
and Music Swap. The executive committee is planning on another Chapter Meeting on this day as 
well during that potluck/music swap time. 

Please check out the newsletter in its entirety and consider ways in which you may be drawn to 
supporting our chapter and its members through music or serving on one of our hospitality 
committees for one of the upcoming events! 

 

Thank you! 

Dillon J. Swanson, Dean 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson 
 

 

Regular Treasurer’s Report 
For the period October 28, 2021 – February 20, 2022 
BEGINNING BALANCE – Checking (October 28, 2021)              $5,414.53 

INCOME 

Date                   Description                                                                           Amount 

11/18                 Rick & Connie Goss donation                                                 30.00 
11/18                 The Arts Partnership grant disbursement                              500.00 
11/21                 Lynn Tkachuk                                                                          50.00 
11/21                 Dewey Possehl Memorial                                                         25.00 
12/10                 National A.G.O. for membership dues                                  123.00 
01/12                 National A.G.O. for membership dues                                    41.00 
02/11                 National A.G.O. for membership dues                                    66.00 
02/17                 Schmitt Music Bach Sponsorship                                          100.00 
                           TOTAL INCOME                                                        $   935.00 

 

 

EXPENDITURES 

Date        Check No.       Payable To/Description                                         Amount   

11/01      PayPal            Facebook ad (sponsorship for SMN)                            10.00 
12/05      1016               N.D. Sec’y of State for annual filing fee                       10.00 
12/05      1017               A.G.O. Annual Fund donation                                    50.00 
12/06      1018               The Arts Partnership for 2022 dues                             60.00 
12/09      1019               Alex Swanson for B. Steen apprec. gift                        25.00 
01/15      Debit Card     U.S. Postal Service for P.O. Box rent                        156.00 
                           TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                        $    311.00 
 
Net Profit (Loss)                                                                                                 624.00 
 
ENDING BALANCE (February 20, 2021)                                         $6,038.53 

 

 

 

Alex P. Swanson, Treasurer 
  

Chapter Administrators’ Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson & Michael Olson 
 

  
WELCOME to our three newest members, Matthew Mortenson, 
Nathan Kawlewski, and Oliver Knudson! 
 
               Membership Statistics 
                  Regular                                11 

                  Special                                   7 

                  Young Organist                     6 

                  Dual Member                        3 

                  Chapter Friend                      1 

                  TOTAL                                28 

  

Net increase (decrease) from last report: 2 
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Meeting Minutes 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson 
 

Diamond Anniversary Committee 
August 3, 2021  

 

A regular meeting of the Diamond Anniversary Committee was held in 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Moorhead, Minn.  Present: Dillon Swanson, Michael 
Olson, Jean Hellner, Alex Swanson, Susan Clambey.  Absent: Bradley Steen. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dillon Swanson at 7:40 
p.m.  The chairman’s report consisted of reading the anniversary programming 
schedule. 

The subcommittees of Hospitality, History & Archives, and Programming 
were revisited and discussed.  A suggestion was made to sell or donate the chapter 
history book to different libraries and archives.   

Alex Swanson read the secretary’s report.  Michael Olson moved to approve 
the report, seconded by Susan Clambey; motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS: Alex Swanson and Jean Hellner gave a history book update.  The 
F-M Area Music Club’s archives at N.D.S.U. provided much valuable information 
regarding the Pipe Organ Group.  Susan mentioned having created a poster for the 
programming year to be displayed at area churches and venues. 

A special issue of the Pipeline will be printed stating what sort of help is 
needed and organists are needed for the diamond anniversary year.  A short program 
may be held after the hymn festival recapping the chapter’s history. 

NEW BUSINESS: Susan Clambey mentioned that the Red River Valley Chapter of 
the A.G.O. can be included in people’s obituaries as a specific charity to which 
memorials can be made.  A remind of this will be published in the Pipeline. 

There being no further business, Michael Olson moved to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Jean Hellner.  The motion carried and the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

General Executive Committee Meeting 
August 17, 2021  

 
A general meeting of the RRVAGO Executive Committee was held on the 

above date at Peace Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND.   All officers were present except 
Sub-Dean Andrew Steinberg and Treasurer Alex Swanson.   

The meeting was called to order by Dean Dillon Swanson at 8:14 p.m.  The 
secretary’s report from April 6, 2021 was emailed to all members of the Executive 
Committee.  Dillon moved to approve the minutes. Because there were no other 
officers present who were in attendance at the April 6, 2021 meeting and a question 
arose as to whether that criteria was required to second a motion, the vote on 
accepting the minutes was tabled until such time the parliamentarian is able to 
answer that question.  Bradley Steen moved and Jean Hellner seconded the motion to 
approve agenda; motion carried. 
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Officer Reports:  

            Dean’s report. Dillon presented the status of the various components of the 
Hymn Festival scheduled for September 18. He reviewed the program booklet with 
the Executive Committee.  Bradley presented the treasurer’s report.  Dillon Swanson 
moved to place the Treasurer’s Report on file, seconded by Bradley Steen; motion 
carried. 

New Business:  

             Chapter email addresses and Officer Contact Information are being updated 
as well as information at our bank as to who is authorized to sign checks and have a 
organization business credit card.   

 There was discussion on creating a letter or letters to be sent out to area 
churches, musicians, and past members of the RRVAGO to re-activate our sponsor 
program that was used in the past. The consensus was that we proceed in that 
direction. Alex Swanson has been working on our past membership lists and seeking 
input from current members as to edits.   

 Dillon Swanson mentioned that it would be important going forward for 
members to sign up for the various programs and in various capacities in our 
Diamond Anniversary Year ahead.  

 The Executive Committee members briefly discussed the possibility of having 
a chapter-wide meeting including our traditional and customary music swap. The 
challenge will be to determine if this can be reasonably included with one of our 
Diamond Anniversary Year programs. This will be open for discussion again at a 
future Executive Committee Meeting.   

Good of the Order:  

 The next meeting of the Executive Committee is yet to be determined and will 
be announced at such time that determination is made. There being no further 
business or announcements, Dillon Swanson moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded 
by Jean Hellner.  Motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 

 

Special Executive Committee Meeting 
September 14, 2021 

 
A special meeting of the RRVAGO Executive Committee was held on the above date 
at the Fargo Theatre.  Present: Dillon Swanson, Alex Swanson, Jean 
Hellner.  Absent: Andrew Steinberg, Bradley Steen. 

 The meeting was called to order by Dean Dillon Swanson at 8:34 p.m.  Alex 
Swanson read a resignation letter from Bradley Steen to the executive committee, 
stating that he wishes to resign from his office of chapter secretary, effective 
immediately.  Alex moved to accept Bradley’s resignation, seconded by Dillon; motion 
carried.  Dean Swanson then appointed Alex Swanson to fill out the unexpired 
portion of Bradley’s vacated term as secretary, which will expire on June 30, 
2022.  Alex accepted the appointment. 

 Thank you cards will be sent to Bradley Steen and Michael Olson for their 
dedication to the chapter these past several years. 

 Alex mentioned that Bradley’s chapter debit card has been deactivated and 
moved that Bradley be removed from the chapter’s signature card at Bell Bank, and 
that Jean Hellner be added, which would result in Alex Swanson (Secretary-
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Treasurer), Dillon Swanson (Dean), and Jean Hellner (Webmaster) all being on the 
signature card.  The motion was seconded by Dillon Swanson and it carried. 

 The following bills were presented: 

• 150 self-addressed envelopes 
• Labels for envelopes 
• Printing of 150 half-sheet donor forms 
• Printing of 150 programs for hymn festival (4 11”x17” color pages) 
• $40 worth of Facebook advertising for the hymn festival 
• Thank you gifts for Bradley Steen and Michael Olson 

Dillon Swanson moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Jean 
Hellner; motion carried. 

The chapter yearbook was discussed in brief.  It is almost complete and will 
be sent out during the coming week.  Officer phone numbers will be added and email 
addresses will be added to the membership roster. 

An appointment invitation will be extended to Susan Clambey for chairperson 
of the Hospitality Committee for 2021-22. 

The next regular meeting of the executive committee has yet to be scheduled. 

There being no further business, Alex Swanson moved to adjourn, seconded 
by Jean Hellner; motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 

 

General Executive Committee Meeting 
January 4, 2022 

 
A general meeting of the RRVAGO Executive Committee was held on the 

above date at Bethesda Lutheran Church in Moorhead, Minn. Present: Dillon 
Swanson, Dean; Alex Swanson, Secretary-Treasurer; Jean Hellner, 
Webmaster.  Absent: Andrew Steinberg, Sub-Dean.   

The meeting was called to order by Dean Dillon Swanson at 7:36 p.m.  Alex 
Swanson moved to approve the agenda as sent out with the meeting notice, seconded 
by Jean Hellner; motion carried.  Dillon Swanson moved to approve the three 
previous sets of meeting minutes as sent out with the meeting notice, seconded by 
Jean Hellner; motion carried.  The treasurer’s report was given by Alex 
Swanson.  The current balance on hand is $5,987.53.  Dillon Swanson moved to place 
the report on file, seconded by Jean Hellner; motion carried. 

Old Business: None. 

New Business: The French Organ Music Recital and Bach Birthday Bash were 
discussed at length.  Dr. Katie Rolf, director of the Fargo-Moorhead Bach Choir, has 
expressed interest in the choir being involved with the Bach Birthday Bash.  She 
submitted a request for the following reimbursements to be made: 
 Director’s honorarium: $720 
 3 soloist honorariums:    100 
 Scores to purchase:          208 
          1,228 

About 9 instrumentalists would be needed, with honorarium amounts to be 
determined.  A discussion ensued.  Alex Swanson moved to approve the amounts of 
the director’s honorarium and 3 soloist honorariums, and to table the score 
purchasing and instrumentalist honorariums, seconded by Jean Hellner; motion 
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carried.  Gate City Bank and Bell Bank will be contacted to see if they would be 
willing to donate towards the expenditures of this event. 

 The chapter currently has 27 members, and Colton Cook (friend of Jean 
Hellner’s), is the newest member.  Other potential new or returning members will be 
reached out to. 

 Dean Swanson appointed Jean Hellner to be chair of the 2022 nominating 
committee.  Chair Hellner then appointed Michael Olson and Robyn Vinje to the 
committee.  The offices of Dean, Sub-Dean, Secretary, and Treasurer will need to be 
filled (the secretary-treasurer’s office will be split again as required by the chapter’s 
operating procedures). 

 Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza event was briefly discussed, and no action was 
taken.  It will be revisited as a possible event for next year. 

Good of the Order: The treasurer announced that he has completed the North 
Dakota Secretary of State annual report filing, paid The Arts Partnership dues for 
2022, donated $50 to the A.G.O. Annual Fund, and will complete the I.R.S. annual 
filing as soon as the site allows. 

 The next meeting of the executive committee will be on Tuesday, January 18, 
2022 at 7:30 p.m. in Bethesda Lutheran Church, Moorhead. 

 There being no further business, Jean Hellner moved to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Dillon Swanson; motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 
p.m.  

 

General Executive Committee Meeting 
January 18, 2022 

 
A general meeting of the RRVAGO Executive Committee was held via Zoom 

on the above date.  Present: Dillon Swanson, Dean; Alex Swanson, Secretary-
Treasurer; Jean Hellner, Webmaster.  Absent: Andrew Steinberg, Sub-Dean. 

The meeting convened at 9:00 p.m.  No formal business meeting was held and 
the discussions held were related to Bach Birthday Bash updates. 

 

General Chapter Meeting 
February 20, 2022 

 
A general meeting of the Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists was held on the above date at Bethesda Lutheran Church in Moorhead, 
Minnesota.   

A quorum was met and twelve (12) members were present (some attended via 
Zoom): Michael Olson, Alex Swanson, Dillon Swanson, Nathan Kawleski, Susan 
Clambey, Robyn Vinje, Gerald Parker, Reid Froiland, Oliver Knudson, Alpha 
Roeszler, George French, and Charlene Nelson. 

The meeting was called to order by Dean Dillon Swanson at 4:06 p.m. Roll 
call was given and each member present introduced themselves.  No formal agenda 
was prepared for the meeting. 
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No secretary’s report was given, as the last membership meeting minutes 
could not be found (it has been many, many years since a membership meeting has 
been held). 

The treasurer’s report was given by Alex Swanson.  He outlined the financial 
trends of the past two fiscal years, and gave a regular report, which will be published 
in the upcoming issue of the Pipeline.  There were no questions and the report was 
placed on file. 

OLD BUSINESS: The Dean proceeded to give a “State of the RRVAGO Address.”  A 
slideshow presentation was part of the address. 

The address concluded with a recap of the remaining events from the 
Diamond Anniversary program year. 

NEW BUSINESS: The nominating committee has reported that it is having 
difficulty finding nominees for the 2022-23 slate of officers.  The committee consists of 
Dr. Jean Hellner, Chair; Robyn Vinje, Michael Olson. 

 A suggestion was made that an email be sent to the membership immediately 
after a date change for a program becomes official so there is no room for confusion. 

 There being no further business, Susan Clambey moved to adjourn, seconded 
by Nathan Kawleski.  Motion carried and meeting was adjourned at 4:59 p.m. 

Following the meeting, a program of several piano-organ duets was given by Dillon 
Swanson and Alex Swanson. 
 

 
 

  Alex Swanson, Secretary 
 

 

Announcements 
 

RRVAGO NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED 

Dean Dillon Swanson has appointed Jean Hellner as Chair of the 2022 Nominating committee. 
Chair Hellner in turn has appointed Michael Olson and Robyn Vinje as committee members. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

In order for our events to be as successful as possible, we need our chapter members’ help! Please 
take a look at the calendar of events at the end of this newsletter and contact Dean Dillon Swanson 
(dean@rrvago.org) if you’d be willing to assist with an event. Most crucial is our Bach Cantata 
Vespers on Sunday, March 13. The Diamond Anniversary and Executive committees are looking 
for people to help with hospitality for the reception following to the program. If you are willing to 
lend a hand, please let us know as soon as possible! 
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Employment Opportunities 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & LITURGY 
St. Francis de Sales, Moorhead MN 
 
Responsibilities and Tasks: 

• Recruits, rehearses, and directs adult choir, encourages development of other choirs  
• Recruits, trains, and schedules all musicians, cantors, and instrumentalists  
• Plans all music and prepares worship aids as needed  
• Primary accompanist for weekend Masses and special liturgies  
• Meets with couples in wedding planning as needed  
• Meets with families in funeral planning as needed  
• Recruits, trains, and schedules all liturgical ministers (ushers/ greeters, communion 

ministers, altar servers, lectors, & sacristans)  
• Maintains upkeep of music library, worship space, & liturgical supplies  
• Leads a baptism class once/month  
• Participates in staff meetings and collaborates with other staff and parishioners often  
• Works on other tasks as needed by the pastor, and works on self- initiatives as desired by 

the liturgist  
• Maintains working knowledge of conciliar and post-conciliar Church documents  

Qualtifications: 
• Bachelor’s degree in music, liturgy, liturgical music, or similar field preferred 
• Experience in parish music and/or liturgical ministry 

 
Submit Resumé: 
If interested send cover letter, resumé, and 3 professional references to Fr. Raúl Pérez-Cobo; email: 
fatherraul@gmail.com or mail letter of interest with resumé to the parish office for full job 
description: 601 15th Avenue North, Moorhead, Minnesota, 56560. 
 
CHORAL ACCOMPANIST 
Bethesda Lutheran Church – Moorhead, MN 
 
If interested, contact Cantor Dillon Swanson via email: cantor.bethesdalutheran@gmail.com. 
Position is currently vacant to be filled as soon as possible. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 at 7:30 PM – BACH CANTATA VESPERS 

The RRVAGO and Fargo-Moorhead Bach choir will present an evening of Bach Cantata Vespers 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead at 7:30pm on Sunday, March 13th in honor of the J. S. 
Bach’s 337th Birthday. This program will include Bach’s sixth cantata “Bleib bei uns” and 
Rheinberger’s “Abendlied” performed by the FM Bach Choir, Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 
performed by the Borderline Strings, and organ works performed by organists Andrew Steinberg, 
Michael Olson, Susan Clambey, Jean Hellner, Nathan Kawlewski, and Dillon Swanson featured 
within the Lutheran vespers liturgy.  

FRIDAY, APRIL 1 at Noon: FIRST FRIDAY LUNCH  

First Friday Lunch will be held at 12 noon at the Fryn’ Pan Restaurant in Downtown Fargo. Please 
note that they have moved location into the commercial space under the new apartment building 
constructed just north of the previous location. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 21 at 8:30 PM: DILLON J. SWANSON, ORGAN 

Dillon Swanson will give a senior organ recital at Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead at 
8:30pm on Thursday, April 21 in partial completion of the Bachelor of Music degree in 
Instrumental Performance at Concordia College. Repertoire includes works by J. S. Bach, Max 
Reger, Marcel Dupré, and more. Dillon is a student of Professor Andrew Steinberg. 

MONDAY, APRIL 21 at 7:30 PM: OLIVER KNUDSON, ORGAN  

Oliver Knudson will give a junior organ recital at Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead at 
7:30pm on Monday, April 25 in partial completion of the Bachelor of Music degree in 
Instrumental Performance at Concordia College. Repertoire includes works by J. S. Bach, César 
Franck, and more. Oliver is a student of Professor Andrew Steinberg. 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 at 4:00 PM: RED, WHITE, and FLUE CONCERT  

Please join us for our final event of the Diamond Anniversary Program Year! Our Red, White, and 
Flue concert will feature music by American composers. This program will take place at Peace 
Lutheran Church in North Fargo. If you are interested in sharing a musical selection or helping 
organize the hospitality details of this event, please contact Dean Dillon Swanson. Please note: We 
are planning on having a potluck/music swap Chapter meeting following this event.   

From the Archives: 
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 Recent Snapshots: 
 

 
 
 
Taken from the hymn festival in 
September at First Presbyterian 
Church in Fargo, ND. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Below: Group picture from Silent Movie Night 
in October 2021 and the Christmas Program in  
December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
PO Box 2223 

Fargo, ND 58108-2223 
www.rrvago.org 

www.facebook.com/RRVAGO 
 

Publication Title: Pipeline 
Issue Date: July/August 2021 

Statement of Frequency: Bimonthly 
Editor: Dillon J. Swanson 

 
If you are interested in having the Pipeline delivered to your email inbox, please send a message to dean@rrvago.org and 
include the email address that the newsletter should be sent to. For those without email, we will send a printed copy. Please 
send your mailing information to the email address above. We encourage feedback as well as submission of articles and 
announcements for publication. Please send your completed articles by the 25th day of each even month to  
dean@rrvago.org. The editor reserves the right to accept, reject, edit, or modify any submission. 

 


