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Message from the Dean                  
Submitted by Dillon J. Swanson 
  

Greetings! 

As we head into the craziness of the Advent and Christmas 
seasons, exciting things are happening in the organ world of 
Fargo-Moorhead. The RRVAGO Diamond Anniversary 
program year is off to a great start, but we need YOU to help 
keep this momentum going. The program year graphic is still 
included in this volume from the July/August Pipeline newsletter. 
Please consider participating in one of the upcoming concerts! 
Your time and talent are needed! See about each program below. 

 

A few of upcoming events I’d like to highlight include the annual RRVAGO 
Advent/Christmas program, the RRTOS Holiday Pipes concert series, and the Musique 
d’Orgue program in January. 

This year’s RRVAGO December program is based on the “O Antiphons,” featuring Advent 
and Christmas music, and is scheduled for Monday, December 6 at 7:00pm. If you are 
interested in leading one of the carols, serving as a reader, or sharing a musical offering for the 
program, please contact me as soon as possible to sign up. 

The Red River Theatre Organ Society will once again present the “Holiday Pipes” noon-
hour concert series at the Fargo Theatre running December 13-19. Please consider attending 
one or more of these concerts to support our sister organization. 

The last program I wish to highlight is the “Musique d’Orgue” program featuring French 
Organ Music scheduled for 4pm on Sunday, January 30, 2022, at Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church in Detroit Lakes, MN featuring the 4-manual instrument by Moe Organ Company. If 
you are interested in playing in this program or have questions about it, please contact me! 

As we enter one of the busiest times of year for musicians and church leaders, remember to 
take care of yourselves. You are valuable people in our community of organists and organ 
enthusiasts, and we cherish every single one of you. Be safe and be well this holiday season!  

 

 

Happy Holidays! 

Dillon J. Swanson, Dean 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson 
 

 

Regular Treasurer’s Report 
For the period July 22, 2021 – October 28, 2021 
BEGINNING BALANCE – Checking (July 22, 2021)                      $5,517.82 

INCOME 

Date                   Description                                                                           Amount 

8/16/21             National A.G.O. for membership dues                                 140.00 
9/13/21             National A.G.O. for membership dues                                   74.00 
9/18/21             Dillon Swanson for hymn festival honorariums                    200.00  
9/19/21             Michael Olson donation                                                        100.00 
9/22/21             Mary Jo Christianson donation                                               25.00                      
10/12/21           National A.G.O. for membership dues                                   40.00 
                           TOTAL INCOME                                                        $   579.00 
 

 

EXPENDITURES 

Date        Check No.       Payable To/Description                                         Amount   

9/18/21  1006-1013      Hymn Festival honorariums                                      200.00 
9/19/21  1014               Jean Hellner for Michael Olson gift                             25.00 
9/30/21  1015               Copy Kat Printing for hymn festival bulletins           397.29 
10/4/21  PayPal            Facebook ad for hymn festival                                     10.00 
10/12/21 PayPal           Facebook ad                                                                 25.00 
10/15/21 PayPal           Facebook ad                                                                 25.00 
                           TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                        $    682.00 
 
Net Profit (Loss)                                                                                               (103.29) 
 
ENDING BALANCE (October 28, 2021)                                           $5,414.53 

 

 

 

Alex P. Swanson, Treasurer 
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Chapter Administrators’ Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson & Michael Olson 
 

 Michael Olson has been added to the AGO OnCard site as a 
second chapter administrator for the Red River Valley Chapter, 
which means two chapter members now have full administrative 
access to the chapter’s vital information, officer and membership 
rosters on the AGO OnCard site. 
 
               Membership Breakdown 
                  Regular                                11 

                  Special                                   8 

                  Young Organist                     4 

                  Dual Member                        3 

                  Chapter Friend                      0 

                  TOTAL                                26 

  

Net increase (decrease) from last report: (2) 

 

Archivist’s Corner 
Submitted by Alex Swanson & Dr. Jean Hellner 
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Announcements 
 

MEMORIALS ARE PREFERRED TO…RRVAGO 

Anyone who has read an obituary is familiar with the phrase, “memorials are preferred to…” 
followed by the name of a charity or organization to which families of the deceased would like 
memorial donations to be made. 

The helpful suggestion was recently given to me to inform our chapter members that memorials 
can be given to our chapter in cases where an obituary states that “memorials may be given to a 
charity of the giver’s choice,” or if no preference is stated at all in the obituary. 

Furthermore, if a family of a deceased person would like memorials to be sent to our chapter, it is 
necessary that our chapter name is specified (i.e. “memorials are preferred to the Red River Valley 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists”) so we are not confused with the national AGO. 

Memorials are indeed a special gift, and our chapter is always appreciative when we are thought of 
during such times. 

Submitted by Alex Swanson. 

 

STORAGE AND HELP NEEDED! 

Peggy Bartunek (former chapter member) and Tim Baumann seek storage options for a Rodgers 
527 that Rodgers Classic Organs will be donating to the International Music Camp. John 
Bartunek will deliver it to Fargo, ND on Friday, August 27. He will need two people to help unload 
it and roll it into the storage location. The console is 46.25” tall, 58’ wide, and 27.5” deep. It 
weighs about 350 lbs and with the bench and pedal board, about 500lbs.  

If you or someone you know would be willing to hold this until it can picked up by someone from 
International Music Camp, please contact Tim Baumann at tim@internationalmusiccamp.com or 
715-307-2116. 
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Upcoming RRVAGO Events 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 at 12 Noon – FIRST FRIDAY LUNCH 

First Friday Lunch will be held at 12 noon at the Fryn’ Pan Restaurant in Downtown Fargo. Please 
note that they have moved location into the commercial space under the new apartment building 
constructed just north of the previous location. 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021 at 7:00pm: ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS  

Please join us in the continuation of our RRVAGO Diamond Anniversary Celebration Program 
Year by attending our Advent Lessons and Carols program based on the “O Antiphons”. We will 
be gathering at Peace Lutheran Church in North Fargo for the event.  

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022 at 4:00pm: MUSIQUE d’ORGUE  

Please join us in the continuation of our RRVAGO Diamond Anniversary Celebration Program 
Year by attending our Music d’Orgue: Program of French Organ Music on the 4-manual Moe 
Organ at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 

 

Upcoming Events Submitted by Members 
 

DECEMBER 13-19 at Noon: HOLIDAY PIPES Concert Series  

The Red River Theatre Organ Society will present their annual “Holiday Pipes” concert series on 
the Mighty Wurlitzer at the Fargo Theatre from December 13 -19 over the noon-hour. All are 
welcome to come enjoy these lunch time concert. While there is no admission fee to these concert, 
we ask that attendees bring at least one non-perishable food item to be donated to FM Emergency 
Food Pantry. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2021 at 6:30pm: BLUE CHRISTMAS 

Blue Christmas: A Service of Healing for the Longest Night will be held at Bethesda Lutheran 
Church in Moorhead for those who grieve this holiday season. This liturgy is for those who find the 
holidays to be difficult and just need a place to rest. Cantor Dillon Swanson will be joined by a 
community strings ensemble led by Deb Fogel to lead the liturgy’s music that evening. All are 
welcome and invited to be a part of this liturgy. Whether you are come in grieving or in solidarity 
with those who are, there is a place for you here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you are interested in having an event published in future volumes of the Pipeline, please send 
inquiries to the editor. 
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Contact Information 
 

Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
PO Box 2223 

Fargo, ND 58108-2223 
www.rrvago.org 

www.facebook.com/RRVAGO 
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Editor: Dillon J. Swanson 

 
 
 
 
If you are interested in having the Pipeline delivered to your email inbox, please send a message to dean@rrvago.org and 
include the email address that the newsletter should be sent to. For those without email, we will send a printed copy. Please 
send your mailing information to the email address above. We encourage feedback as well as submission of articles and 
announcements for publication. Please send your completed articles by the 25th day of each even month to  
dean@rrvago.org. The editor reserves the right to accept, reject, edit, or modify any submission. 

 
 

 


