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American Guild of Organists—Red River Valley Chapter 

NOTICE 

The monthly luncheon day has 

been changed! 

 

Second Friday Luncheon  
 

Every second Friday of each 

month members and friends of 

the Red River Valley chapter of 

the AGO are invited to meet  at 

12 noon for lunch at the Fryn’ 

Pan Restaurant, located at 310 

Main Avenue in downtown 

Fargo. 

All are welcome to join for a 

leisurely lunch filled with lively 

conversation and sharing of 

information about past, current 

and future events happening in 

and around our area. 

Hello Red River Valley AGO friends,  

 Many times throughout this summer 

season, I have found myself asking 

friends “So, are you enjoying some 

time off?” Most of the time the 

answer comes back in the negative. 

Then, they tell me all the extra 

activities and trips they are taking in 

this “summer break.” I would say that 

I feel exactly the same in my own life. 

What with wedding season keeping 

me busy at work, playing for summer 

choir events, and planning things for 

the fall, it seems as if there is more 

going on than ever.  

 However, I was able to get a little 

respite in practicing organ this week. I 

am preparing Bach’s Aus tiefer Not 

schrei ich zu dir BWV 686 for a 

concert with the FM Bach Choir in 

August. This piece is unique among 

Bach’s organ works (I’m not going to 

count the Ricercar from his Musical 

Offering for harpsichord) because it is 

written for SIX voices. Four played in 

the hands and two in the pedals. Now, 

there’s a part of me that doesn’t see 

this as a break from summer mayhem. 

But, I did find a lot of leisure in the 

orderly nature of Bach’s counterpoint. 

It calmed my soul and directed my 

mind upwards to the heavens. I hope 

you all can find some rest in music 

this summer season.  

Best,  

Benton Schmidt   

RRVAGO Dean 

 

Red River Valley 

Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists  
General Meeting and Installation 

of Officers  

Tuesday, May 21st, 2024 
 

  A general meeting of the chapter and 

installation of officers for the 2024-

2025 year was held on the above date 

at First Lutheran Church in Fargo, 

ND. Present: officers Benton Schmidt, 

Michael Olson, Oliver Knudson, and 

Alex Swanson; chapter members 

Alpha Roeszler, Robyn Vinje, 

Bradley Steen, Sally Harmon, Patrick 

McGuire, Bill Tweten, and George 

French; and new member, Dylan 

Thiele. 

  The meeting was called to order by 

Dean Benton Schmidt at 6:55pm. 

Alex Swanson moved to approve the 

agenda for the meeting, seconded by 

Patrick McGuire; all in favor, motion 

carried. 

Officer Reports 

  The Secretary’s Report consisted of   

the minutes of the May 2023 general 
meeting, given by Oliver Knudson.  

 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Message From the Dean 

P i p e l i n e  
Message From the Dean (cont.) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Robyn Vinje made a correction to the name of the 
Fargo Moorhead Area Music Club, which was 
misnamed in the minutes, and corrections were made. 
The report will be filed. 
  The Treasurer’s report was given by Alex Swanson 
for the period of March 1st—May 21at, 2024. The 
beginning balance was $2,721.44, and the ending 
balance was $2,931.99. Robyn Vinje brought forward 
the idea of placing some funds into a savings account 
or CDs, which was discussed later in the meeting as 
new business. The report will be filed for audit. 
  The Dean’s Report was given by Benton Schmidt. He 
mentioned that less events happened than were 
discussed during executive committee meetings. 
Benton was commended by those in attendance for 
stepping up as Dean even though it was a new role to 
him, and he stated he is hoping to have more time to 
put towards leading the chapter in the coming year 
with his doctoral work nearly done. 
Committee Reports 
  The nominating Committee announced its nominees 
for the 2024-2025 executive board: for Dean, Benton 
Schmidt; for Sub-Dean, Bill Tweten; for Secretary, 
Patrick McGuire; and for Treasurer, Alex Swanson. 
Robyn Vinje moved to approve the slate of nominees, 
seconded by Alpha Roeszler; all in favor, motion 
carried. Robyn then moved to elect all of the 
nominees, which was also seconded by Alpha. Benton 
called for any contesting nominations to be made 
known, and there being none, a voice vote was taken, 
carrying the motion and electing the new executive 
board.  
  Bradley Steen spoke on the chapter membership, 
welcoming new members Dylan Thiele and Patrick 
McGuire. Bradley had gone through the chapter email 
list and spoken with those he has seen who have not 
been members for some time, in hopes of encouraging 
them to re-join the chapter. Alex Swanson stated there 
are currently about 18 paid members of the chapter, 
and Sally Harmon expressed concern with the issue 
the national AGO ONCARD system has been having. 
Sally also asked about past discussions on the chapter 
subsidizing local organ students’ chapter dues. This 
was discussed in more length with other new business. 
Old Business 
  Alpha Roeszler asked about the monthly chapter 
lunch, and whether moving it to the second Friday of 
the month would continue to work for everyone. It was 
agreed to keep it the second Friday for the summer, 
and then decide to keep it or move it back to the first 
Friday in September. 
  There being no more old business, the meeting 
moved to new business. 

New Business 
  Installation of the new chapter officers ensued, 
officiated by Sally Harmon. 
  The signers of the chapter’s signature card at Bell 
Bank were discussed. Alex Swanson proposed all 
executive committee members be made signers, and 
asked for everyone’s thoughts on this. Sally asked 
what the chapter bylaws say, which Alex then 
referenced. The bylaws only require two signers, and it 
was agreed that two signers will be sufficient. Oliver 
Knudson will be removed as a signer, as he is moving 
out of town, and Benton and Alex will stay as the  two 
signers. 
  Discussion about opening a savings account or CD 
ensued. Alex Swanson shared past years’ financials for 
reference for everyone. Patrick McGuire proposed to 
deposit $2,000 away, all agreed to put it into CDs at 
Bell Bank. 
  Robyn Vinje asked about our chapter’s financial 
involvement in the annual Bach Cantata Vespers 
event. Benton Schmidt explained this year’s 
involvement, having been involved with the planning 
of the event. With the hosting church, St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church, put forward $500, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, where the FM Bach Choir rehearses, 
put forward $500 for purchasing music, and the AGO 
chapter put forward about $1,000 dollars. Those in 
attendance agreed someone should meet with Katie 
Rolf, conductor of the FM Bach Choir, to look into 
why our chapter foots so much of the bill. There was 
also less recognition of our chapter on the program for 
this year’s event than was expected. Alex Swanson 
and Benton Schmidt offered to meet and discuss these 
things with Katie Rolf. Robyn made a motion for Alex 
and Benton to set up this meeting, seconded by Patrick 
McGuire; all in favor, motion carried. 
Events 
  Alpha Roeszler gave the date for the Fargo Moorhead 
Area Music Club’s Christmas event, December 9th, 
and the chapter will partner with the Music Club 
again. The event was well-attended this past 
December, and Alex Swanson mentioned it was a 
great way to celebrate our chapter’s roots stemming 
from the Music Club. Sally Harmon said she looks for 
5-6 organists to contribute towards preludes, hymns, 
and any other necessary parts of the event, and 
welcomes anyone who is interested. 
  A fall Hymn Sing was proposed. Bill Tweten and 
Sally had been thinking of hosting it at First Lutheran 
Church around Thanksgiving, with the work on the 
church’s Austin organ expected to be done in time for 
the event. Benton and Sally also proposed a hymn- 

 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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playing workshop day geared towards young organists, 
followed by the Hymn Sing in the evening. Performers 
would be chapter members, and a volunteer choir 
could possibly be put together. 
  Alex Swanson asked if there were ideas for any other 
Spring/Summer 2025 performances. Interest was 
expressed in reaching out to Grace Lutheran Church 
about an event featuring their new Allen organ.  
  Alex also mentioned the Christmas recital at Eksjo 
Lutheran Church that he has been a part of in past 
years. The offering collected last December was given 
to the Red River Theatre Organ Society’s capital 
campaign last year, and mentioned this could be an 
opportunity for our chapter to receive more funding. 
Patrick McGuire stated that capitalizing on our 
members’ talents for events like this is ideal, 
especially following the discussion of low chapter 
funds. 
  Patrick asked what avenues there are for spreading 
the word about upcoming events, in order to increase 
attendance. Alex will be sending a spreadsheet of area 
church secretaries to Patrick for future event 
communication, and other ideas were mentioned for 
getting the word out. 
  Alex asked if Patrick has any web design experience, 
and Patrick agreed to take a look at the chapter website 
to make updates and come up with ideas to continue 
Alex’s work of revamping it. 
  Alex mentioned the Program Committee, which has 
been on hold. He thought it could be beneficial to 
make the committee active if there is interest for the 
events of the coming year. Alex is also hoping to put 
together a chapter yearbook, and will have more 
information in the coming months. 
  Benton offered to give a recital to kick off the slate of 
events for the year, and he will look for a date in 
September to have that on. Patrick expressed the desire 
to have the executive committee sit down and decide 
on dates for the remainder of the events discussed. 
  Discussion about subsidizing dues for organ students 
continued. It was agreed that at the start of the school 
year, member will reach out to students at area schools 
to see if there is any interest. Stipulations for the 
subsidization were proposed such as attendance of a 
certain number of events. 
Good of the Order 
  Robyn announced that Elim Lutheran Church is 
selling its building. The church has a lot of good choir 
music to give away, and she is hoping to spread the 
word that anyone is welcome to visit the church and 
take any music they are interested in. 
  Alex mentioned that his teacher and past Dean of the 
Chapter Gaylord Fagerland recently passed away, and 

will be missed by many. 
  Alex motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Patrick McGuire; meeting adjourned at 8:01pm. 
 

Oliver Knudson 
 RRVAGO Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Membership Committee Report 
 

  WELCOME to our two newest members, Elliot 

Sander and Jonas Fisher! 

 

  The last regular membership Committee Report was 

in March, 2022. Quite a bit has changed since then. 

 

PREVIOUS TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 

March, 2022 

28 Members 

 

CURRENT TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 

August 21, 2024 

21 Members 

 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BREAKDOWN 

Regular—4 

Special—9 

Young Organist—6 

Dual—2 

Chapter Friend—0 

 

Submitted by Alex Swanson & Bradley Steen, 

Membership Committee 
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Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists  
Annual Report of the Treasurer 

For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024 
  

 

BEGINNING BALANCES (July 1, 2023)      

Checking Account     $3,248.93 

CD               0.00 

TOTAL BEGINNING BALANCES      $3,248.93 
 

INCOME 

 Membership dues    $  495.00 

Memorials                 25.00 

Donations & Event Offerings    1,811.01 

Grants             0.00 

TOTAL INCOME         2,331.01 
 

EXPENDITURES 

 P.O. Box rental    $   166.00 

 Secretary of State filing fee         10.00 

 Website          348.85 

 AGO Annual Fund donation                  50.00      

 Musician Honorariums, Gifts, etc.    2,020.00 

 Office supplies           48.10    

TOTAL EXPENDITURES        2,642.95 
 

ENDING BALANCES (June 30, 2024)      

Checking Account     $1,436.99 

CD         1,500.00 

TOTAL ENDING BALANCES              $2,936.99 
 

Profit (Loss)       (   311.94) 

    

Alex Swanson, Treasurer    

 

RRVAGO AUDITOR’S REPORT 
The RRVAGO Annual Treasurer’s Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 was audited and found 

correct by Sally Harmon, Auditor, on 06/05/24. 
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  Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists  
Regular Treasurer’s Report 

For the period May 21st—August 21, 2024 

  

BEGINNING BALANCE (May 21, 2024)              

Bell Bank Checking               $2,931.99 

Bell Bank CD                          0.00 

TOTAL                 2,931.99 
 

INCOME 

Date  Description        Amount 

6/14  National AGO for membership dues        55.00 

7/15  National AGO for membership dues      195.00 

7/17   Phil Felde memorial from Alex Swanson       25.00 

8/15  National AGO for membership dues                  70.00 

  TOTAL INCOME                         $   345.00 
 

 

 

EXPENDITURES 

Date Check No. Payable To/Description     Amount  

5/26 2103  AGO Annual Fund donation        50.00 

7/8 Debit Card Wix.com for website hosting fee      348.00 

7/17 2104  Hornbacher’s for Felde & Fagerland cards                12.02 

  TOTAL EXPENDITURES                       $   410.02 

 
 

Net Profit (Loss)               $       65.02 

 
 

ENDING BALANCE (August 21, 2024)              

Bell Bank Checking               $1,366.97 

Bell Bank CD                  1,500.00 

TOTAL                $ 2,866.97 

 

 

 
 

Alex Swanson, Treasure  
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Remembering Gaylord Skulhus Fagerland, Jr. 

 
   

  Gaylord Skulhus Fagerland, Jr., 93, of Moorhead, MN, passed away 

on Friday, April 26, 2024, in his home in Moorhead. 

   

  Gaylord was born on February 13, 1931, to Gaylord Sr., and Gordie 

(Skulhus) Fagerland in Eleva, WI. He grew up in Eleva, WI, and 

attended and graduated from Eau Claire High School in Eau Claire, 

WI. He graduated from St. Olaf College earning a Bachelor of Music 

while studying under F. Melius Christiansen, and a Bachelor of Arts in 

Chemistry. He then earned his Master of Arts in organ recital from the 

University of Minnesota.  

   

  While attending St. Olaf, he was enrolled in ROTC, and joined the 

United States Air Force after graduating from the University of 

Minnesota. He served his country for three years, being stationed at Malmstrom Air Force Base before 

moving to Minneapolis, MN, where he played the organ for local churches. It was here where he met 

Marlene Larson. They were united in marriage on June 25, 1960, in Minneapolis, MN. They moved to 

Moorhead, MN, where they raised their three children. 

   

  In Moorhead, Gaylord played the organ for Trinity Lutheran Church for a number of years while 

teaching music for the Moorhead Public Schools. During his time with the schools, he reintroduced and 

reinvigorated the Moorhead High School Carolers and began the swing choir program. Teaching children 

and instilling a love of music was one of the greatest joys in his life. He also played the organ for First 

Congregational Church in Moorhead until his eventual retirement. 

   

  Gaylord belonged to the Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists for many years, 

serving as its Dean and Sub-Dean. 

    

 Gaylord was also a member of the Fargo Moorhead Eagles and Kiwanis. He enjoyed cultivating a vibrant 

garden and creating numerous works of Norwegian themed needlepoint. 

   
  Gaylord is survived by his three children, Peter (Cindy) Fagerland, Anne Marie Booth, and David 
Fagerland; grandchildren, Jack Fagerland, Brianna Maerz, Nathan (Ashe) Maerz, and Christian 

(Alexandra) Maerz; great-grandchildren, Mya and Nikko Luxton; sister, Diane Whalen; and many other 
loving relatives and friends. He is preceded in death by his loving wife, Marlene, and parents, Gaylord 
Sr., and Gordie. 
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Remembering Philip Edward Felde 

 
  Philip Edward Felde was born March 31, 1929, in Barnesville, 

MN, to Mathias and Borghild (Jahr) Felde. 

 
  The family moved to Fargo, ND in 1936 and he graduated from 

Fargo Central High School in 1947. Philip received a civil 

engineering degree from North Dakota State University, in 1951. 

He continued his education in Chicago by training for the US 

Navy that same year. Philip enlisted in the United States Navy in 

December, 1952, and served until December, 1955. He was united 

in marriage to June Hedlund on June 8, 1953, in Fargo ND.  

 
  Phil began working for Northwestern Bell Telephone Company 

until his retirement in 1983. He worked various jobs until retiring 

at 70 in 1999. June passed away on November 14, 2008, and 

Philip continued to live in Moorhead. 

 
  Philip entered Eventide on 8th in Moorhead, in May of 2024, and there he passed away on July 11, 

2024, at 95. 

 
  Philip was a long-time member of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Moorhead and eventually 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Moorhead. With his business knowledge, Philip served as treasurer for 

many organizations with which he was involved.  

 
  Philip helped found the Red River Theatre Organ Society in 1965 and was the second-to-last living 

charter member at the time of his death. Over the years, he served as its secretary and treasurer. He 

volunteered countless hours to help restore the Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ at the Fargo Theatre 

in the 1970s and '80s. 

 

  Philip was also a long-time and very active member of the Red River Valley Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists. He served as its secretary and treasurer for many years, and on countless committees. 

 
  Philip is survived by his children, Judy Salvi (Floyd Fortin), Daniel, Paul, Sara (Sheldon) Reed, Peter, 

and Mark; and five grandchildren, Gina, Philip, Samuel, Anna, and Hans. In addition to his wife, Philip 

was preceded in death by all seven siblings, George, Lillian, Maurice, Florence, Lorentz, Eva, and 

Norman. 
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Virtuoso Organist and Composer  

Chelsea Chen  

To Perform in St. Paul, MN 
  

  Many RRVAGO members will 
remember when Chelsea Chen 
performed at First Lutheran 
Church, Fargo on October 23, 
2011. She presented a brilliant, 
varied program which included 
some delightful compositions of 
her own. 
  On Saturday, September 28 at 
7pm, Ms. Chen will be appearing 
in concert in the Chapel Arts 
Series featuring the 56 rank 1987 

Gabriel Kney tracker action pipe organ in the St. 
Thomas Acquinas Chapel of the University of St. 
Thomas (Cleveland Avenue at Ashland) in St. Paul, 
MN. Free/Donation 
  Chelsea Chen’s dynamic playing has taken her to the 
far corners of the world. Her solo concerts offer a 
unique mix of traditional organ repertoire along with 
piano/orchestral transcriptions and contemporary 
music. Her compositional style has been described as 
“charming” and “irresistible”. 
  She studied under Paul Jacobs and John Weaver at 
the Julliard School in New York, where she received 
her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees. She also won the 
John Erskine Prize for academic and artistic 
achievement, awarded to one graduate per year. After 
college she moved to Taiwan under Fulbright 
scholarship, whereupon she collected folk songs and 
wrote organ solo and chamber music. She returned to 
the U.S. to study with Thomas Murray at Yale 
University, where she earned an Artist Diploma. In 
2009, Wayne Leupold Editions published her 
composition “Taiwanese Suite” to great acclaim.  

  Ms. Chen has recorded multiple CDs.  Committed to 

new music, she has premiered works by composers 
throughout the world including Norway, Japan, 
Venezuela, USA, and Germany. 
  From 2013-2017, Ms. Chen was Artist-in-Residence 
at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, where she 
performed and directed the Concert Series. At present, 
she serves as Artist-in-Residence at Emmanuel 
Presbyterian Church in Manhattan. 
  Ms. Chen, who has been praised for her “rare 
musicality” and “lovely lyrical grandeur”, will give an 
unforgettable performance which will be well-worth a 
trip to St. Paul to attend. 

 Other Organ Events Coming Up in 
the Twin Cities 

 

September 12, Thursday at 7pm 
Newly appointed Northrop Auditorium Organist Greg 
Zelek make his Twin Cities debut playing the 108-
rank Aeolian Skinner pipe organ above the Carlson 
Family Stage at Northrop on the University of 
Minnesota main campus (84 Church Street SE) in 
Minneapolis, MN. Admission. Also live-streamed. 

 

September 20, Friday at 9:30am 
Guest artist Arjan Breukhoven (the Netherlands) 
presents a masterclass on “Dutch Organ Culture and 
Improvisation” and at 7:00pm he plays a free public 
concert on the Dobson pipe organ in Hoversten 
Chapel on the campus of Augsburg College (2211 
Riverside Avenue) in Minneapolis, MN. Free. 

 

September 22, Sunday at 4pm 
Guest artists Samuel Libra (associate organist, St. 
James’ Cathedral, Seattle) and John Stender (1st 
Presbyterian, Rochester, MN) present a duet recital of 
works by David Briggs, Gerre Hancock, Jean Langlais 
and Gustav Merkel featuring the Schlicker-Dobson 
organ at Normandale Lutheran Church (6100 
Normandale Road) in Edina, MN. Free/Donation 

  

September 29, Sunday at 9:30am  
Guest organist Arjan Breukhoven (The Netherlansds) 
concludes his upper midwestern tour by providing 
special music during morning worship featuring the 15 
rank Zummer pipe organ at Easter Lutheran Church 
(4200 Pilot Knob Road)  in Eagan, MN. 
   

  

Upcoming Local Organ Events  
   
  The  Red River Theatre Organ Society (RRTOS) will 
present a Sacred/Classic Recital at Sts. Anne & 
Joachim Catholic Church, 5202 25th Street S, Fargo, 
on Monday, September 23, at 7pm.  
  RRVAGO members who will be performing (through 
their dual membership in the RRTOS) include: 
Alex Swanson, Bradley Steen, Jean Heller, Elliot 
Sander, Dylan Thiele, and Jonas Fisher. 
 
 

 

 

 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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  More Upcoming Local Events 
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Composer’s Corner - James P. Callahan 1942—2023 

     
  James P. Callahan was born on January 15, 1942, in Fargo, North Dakota and 
raised in Albany, Minnesota. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1964 from 
St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota and his Master of Fine Arts degree 
in piano and a Ph.D. in music theory and composition from the University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis. In Addition, he studied at the Mozarteum University, 
Salzburg, Austria, and Universitat fur Musik und darstellende Kunst Wien, 
Vienna, Austria. His teachers included Anton Heiller, organ; Willem Ibes and 
Duncan McNab, piano; and Paul Fetler, composition. 
 
  Callahan was Professor Emeritus at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, where he taught piano, organ, composition, music theory, and piano 
literature over a 38-year period, retiring in 2006. As an organist, Callahan 
performed recitals in the upper Midwest, New York, and Austria. His 
performances appeared on the nationally broadcast radio program Pipedreams. He 
was instrumental in overseeing the commissioning of the organ for the chapel at 

the University of St. Thomas, Gabriel Kney Opus 105, completed in 1987. On this instrument he recorded a 
disc for Centaur, James Callahan: Oberdoerffer, Reger, Rheinberger, Schmidt. He also performed solo piano 
recitals and made concerto appearances. In addition to his solo performances, he was a member of the 
Callahan and Faricy Duo piano team, performing throughout the upper Midwest. 
  James Callahan composed over 150 works for piano, organ, orchestra, band, opera, and chamber ensembles. 
Cantata for two choirs, brass percussion, and organ premiered at St. John’s Abbey Church and was performed 
at the Cathedral of St. Paul in 1975. His Requiem was premiered by Leonard Raver in 1990 at the University 
of St. Thomas, Callahan’s music was published by McLaughlin-Reilly, GIA, Paraclete Press, Abingdon 
Press, and Beautiful Star Publishing. Awards included a study grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and a Bush Artist Fellowship. 
  Mr. Callahan died December 28, 2023. 

     

New RRVAGO Officers (from left to right) 

Alex Swanson, Treasurer 
Patrick McGuire, Secretary 

Bill Tweten, SubDean 
Benton Schmidt, Dean 

May 21, 2024 General Meeting 
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 National AGO Bylaws 
Adopted April 13, 1896, and as amended by National Council  

through August 26, 2021 by videoconference. 

 As a way to become more familiar with the AGO, following you will find the Article of organization from the  

National American Guild of Organists Bylaws pertaining to AGO Chapters. More Articles from the Bylaws 

will appear in the next quarterly issue of the Pipeline. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Elections 

Section 3. Chapter Office.  Chapters may hold elections annually, or biennially in even-numbered years. In 

either event, in the year prior to the election, the Executive Committee of each Chapter shall, not later than 

December 31, appoint a Chapter Nominating Committee of at least three (3) members, a majority of whom 

shall not be members of the Chapter Executive Committee. The Chapter Nominating Committee shall 

nominate one or more candidates for each Chapter Office and an excess of candidates for membership at large 

on the Executive Committee in place of those whose terms of office are about to expire. 

  The slate prepared by the Chapter Nominating Committee shall be delivered to the Executive Committee, 

recorded in the minutes, and announced to the members of the Chapter prior to March 1 of the election year. 

Additional nominations may be made by petitions signed by at least five (5) Chapter Voting Members in good 

standing. Such petitions must be received by the Secretary prior to April 1, or within thirty (30) days after the 

notification of the members of the Chapter Nominating Committee’s slate, whichever is later. Ballots 

including the Chapter Nominating Committee slate and candidates nominated by qualified petition shall be 

prepared by the Secretary and distributed either by mail or email (in the form of proxies) or at a general 

Chapter meeting. Sufficient care must be taken to ensure that either the mailed ballot or notification of the 

meeting at which voting is to take place reaches every eligible Voting Member. The election shall be 

concluded by May 11 of the election year. A plurality of votes cast in person or by proxy shall be sufficient 

for election. 

Musical Musings 
  “Police chief Hayden Konig is a lucky man. He’s wealthy, he enjoys his work, he has a loving wife, good 

friends and lives in the quaintest most picturesque town in the North Carolina mountains. 

  With all this going for him, you’d think he’d be satisfied. He’s not. He longs to be a writer, a hard-boiled, 

noir detective word-slinger worthy of the 1939 Underwood No. 5 sitting on his desk—a typewriter once 

owned by Raymond Chandler. You’d think a machine like this would help. It doesn’t. 

 As a detective, Chief Konig is at the top of his game. As the organist at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, he 

can play with the best of them. But as a writer, Hayden produces more bad prose than the St. Germaine 

Garden Club’s annual poetry review.” 

  “What do the bones of an ancient king, a scoodle of skunks, a farm auction, the best Christmas parade ever, 

and an obnoxious deacon have to do with the dead body floating in Lake Tannenbaum? Maybe nothing. 

Maybe everything. It’s up to Hayden to pull all the clues together like two cousins in a Kentucky hayloft. 

After all, Epiphany is right around the corner!” 

 

Quotes from Hayden Konig’s 8th mystery—The Organist Wore Pumps– A Liturgical Mystery 

Part of a series written by author, Mark Schweizer. Published by SJMP Books 

“They’re not what you expect...they’re even funnier! 
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More Musical Musings 

  
The ENGLISH HORN I must reveal 

Has no connection with John Peal; 

In fact Old John would find it meaner 

To play on than a vacuum cleaner. 

It’s tone would make his horses skittish 

For it is neither horn—nor British, 

Some call it to increase this tangle - 

The Cor Anglais—or horn with angle - 

Concerning which I’m glad to state  

The English Horn is long and straight. 

Its misery and constant dwelling 

On tragedy has caused a swelling  

Just where the doleful note emerges; 

This makes an English Horn cadenza 

Sound fearfully like influenza. 

 

Laurence McKinney, “People of Note” 

  

   

From left to right: 
 

Michael Olson 
Bradley Steen 
Robyn Vinje 

Alpha Roeszler 
Susan Clambey 

From left to right: 
 

Sally Harmon 
Alex Swanson 

Oliver Knudson 
Michael Olson 

Dillon Swanson 

G 
A 
T 
H 
E 
R 
I 
n 
g 
s 
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Contact Information 

American Guild of Organists 

Red River Valley Chapter 

PO Box 2223 

Fargo, ND 58108-2223 

rrvago@hotmail.com 

www.agohq.org/chapters/redrivervalley 

  

Publication Title: Pipeline 

Issue Date: JulAugSep 2024 

Statement of Frequency: Quarterly 

Editor:  Ruth Discher 

If you are interested in getting the Pipeline delivered right to your email box, please send a message to rrvago@hotmail.com and include the email 

address that the newsletter should be sent to. For those without email, we will send a printed copy. Please send your information to the address 

above. We encourage feedback as well as submission of articles for publication. Please send your completed articles by the 25th of each month to 

rrvago@hotmail.com. We reserve the right to accept, reject, edit or modify any submission.  

Upcoming Events 
  

 

September 23, 2024 at  7:00pm 

RRTOS Sacred/Classic Recital 

Sts. Anne & Joachim Catholic Church, Fargo, ND 

 

September 28, 2024 at 7:00pm 

Chelsea Chen in Concert 

St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel at The University of St. Thomas 

St. Paul, MN (free/donation) 

 

October 12, 2024 at 7:00pm 

50th Annual Silent Movie Night 

Fargo Theatre, Fargo, ND 

 

December 9, 2024 at 7:00pm 

Christmas Ring and Singalong 

First Presbyterian Church, Fargo, ND 

http://www.agohq.org/chapters/redrivervalley

