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Region IX Mid-Winter Conc<lave
January & -12, 2006

Now is the time to make plans to attend the Mid-

.Winter Conclave in Las Vegas. Presently there are

two air carriers that fly direct from Fargo to Las Ve-
gas and the fares are reasonable. This can be your
“warm-up” for the National in Chicago next sum-
mer!

SEPTEMBER 2005

Next Chapter Activity slated!

This Sunday, September 18, 2005 the long awaited
organ crawl in association with the Grand Forks
Chapter will take place. There will be three organs
toured in Crookston and then supper together. Bill
Tweten will be driving a van from the Messiah Lu-
theran parking lot on EIm Street leaving at 1:30 p.m.
Please call Bill to let him know that you are riding.
Home # is 232-0897 and work for Bill is 237-6601.
All members planning to drive should meet first at
the Cathedral in Crookston. Three p.m starting time.

FROM THE DEAN

It’s time to get rolling again. Your board approved
five programs for the next season which should prove
to be very meaningful and with substance. Peter Ny-
gaard’s former star student, Tim Olsen, will play at
Trinity next Spring which will be an exciting event.
Tim now has his doctorate in organ and has just be-
come head organ instructor at Oklahoma State Univer-

sity.

The Board decided last Spring to limit the number of
programs due to the fact that finding meaningful pro-
grams is getting more difficult. In addition, the atten-
dance has not been good and it is hoped that this new
format will draw out more members.

And speaking of members, this chapter has a long,
long way to go in order to obtain more members. Sev-
eral board members are making calls to various organ-
ists to get them signed up. However, this does not
mean that others should not be doing the same. Each
one of you should try to get at least one new member
this coming season. The National AGO office pointed
out to us that we need to increase our numbers and this
we must take seriously.

[ am glad to report that we now have a new LAAC
representative and that is Robyn Vinje who also just
joined the board. Also, a warm welcome to our new
board members, Vicky Sieben, Robyn Vinje, Sally
Harmon and Sue Clambey.

We are off to a flying start! Now let’s all get out and
support our programs.




Q\ POOR INSTRUMENTS DRIVE AWAY ORGAN-

@, Upcoming Events ISTS

September 18, 2005 Earlier this summer I ran into a vacationing pasto

Organ Crawl/Supper friend at Zion Lutheran church on Franklin Lake

In association with Grand Forks Chapter where we worship in the summer. Out of habit, I
3 p.m. asked him what kind of organ they had at his new par-

Meet first at Cathedral ish. His answer was a donated home spinet organ and

that the organist wasn’t very good. I then asked him
how he expects to get a good organist playing an or-

October 23, 2005 gan made for the home entertainment market?

Hymn Playing Workshop
. .Peter Nygaard He didn’t have an answer but he seemed more disap-
Trinity Lutheran Church _—pen at thanh This i ‘
Moorhead. MN pointed in the organist than the organ. This is sympto-
&v m’ matic of churches that do not take their musicians seri-

ously. There are too many pastors and church music
people who think that the organ is a necessary evil and
downplay it. As long as it makes an organ-like sound

December 4, 2005 it is OK. Well folks, it is not OK! Congregations are

IC:Ihnt sim ;f HynZ:nhSinﬁ building very expensive churches without giving much
s Fu era;D ure thought to the organ and many with decrepit instru-
7%%0’ ments are simply bringing it over to the new building
=V P with the lame excuse that they couldn’t afford to fit a
new organ into the building fund. Then they complain
. and stew over the fact that no one wants the job of or-
: Apnl 2, 2006 ganist. Inferior instruments will not only not inspir«'
Tim Olson Concert 103 s
- young people to study organ but will drive them away
Trnity Lutheran Church il
Moorhead, MN '
4pm. If you are playing a poor instrument and are satisfied
with your position, replacing you when you want to
move or retire will be next to impossible. Church mu-
May 7, 2006 . ,
v heard and t
Potluck Supper sicians need to stand up and be heard and to campaign

for quality organs which will then lead to not only get-
ting those younger ones interested in the organ but will
make it easier to find new organists when needed.

Sheila and Marty Baumgartner res.
2709 39th Ave. S.W.
Fargo, ND

4 pm. Hopefully someday we will see the end to organs be-

ing accepted for donation by our churches which are

nearly worn out and/or organs with undersized key-

Organist needed boards and pedal boards.

Faith United Methodist Church needs a permanent
organist. FUMC is located in North Fargo and
holds one Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. For more
info. Contact Oscar Flores, Chair of the Committee
at 218-477-2710 (office) or 701-239-2483 (home)
e-mail is flores@mnstate.edu. .




RED RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER AGO

ORGANIST SALARY GUIDELINES
July 2005- June 2006

Category A - One Service
14 Yrs 512Yrs 13-20Yrs 20+ Yrs

Basic Organist $60.00 $75.00 $90.00 $105.00
AGO Certificate $75.00 $90.00 $105.00 $120.00
Bachelor's Degree $90.00 $105.00  $120.00 $135.00
Master's Degree $105.00 $120.00 $135.00 $150.00

Category B - Two Services (adds one hour)
14 Yrs 5-12Yrs  13-20Yrs 20+ Yrs

Basic Organist $75.00 $93.75  $11250 $131.25
AGO Certificate $93.75 $11250  $131.25 $150.00
Bachelor's Degree $11250 $131.25 $150.00 $168.75
Master's Degree $131.75 $150.00 $168.75 $187.50

Category C - One Service Plus Accompany Choir (adds 2+ hours)
1-4 Yrs 512Yrs 13-20Yrs 20+ Yrs

Basic Organist $90.00 $11250 $135.00 $157.50
AGO Certificate $112.50 $135.00 $157.50 $180.00
Bachelor's Degree $135.00 $158.50  $180.00 $202.50
Master's Degree $158.50 $180.00 $202.50 $225.00

Category D - Two Services plus Accompany Choir
14 Yrs 512Yrs 13-20Yrs 20+ Yrs

Basic Organist $105.00 $131.25  $157.50 $183.75
AGO Certificate $131.256 $157.50  $183.75  $210.00
Bachelor's Degree $157.50 $183.75  $210.00 $236.25
Master's Degree $183.75 $210.00 $236.25 $262.50

Organist's Base Hourly Wage

14 Yrs 512Yrs 1320 Yrs 20+ Yrs
Basic Organist $15.00 $18.75 $22.50 $26.25
AGO Certificate $18.75 $22.50 $26.25 $30.00
Bachelor's Degree $22.50 $26.75 $30.00 $33.75
Master's Degree $26.75 $30.00 $33.75 $37.50
Definitions:

Service = Sunday Moming Worship, Wedding or Funeral
These guidelines allow for 4 hours per service to include
choosing music, practice, and the actual service itself.
Basic Organist = No music degree or Service Playing Certificate
Certificate = AGO Service Playing Certificate

Bachelor's Degree = Major in Organ

Master's Degree = Major in Organ
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BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
2006
MICHAEL OLSON, ROBYN VINJE
2007
BRAD STEEN, DAWN PAPPENFUSS
2008
SUE CLAMBEY, SALLY HARMON

V THE RATES FOR
DISPLAY ADS IN THIS ISSUE AND IF YOU WISH TO CON-
TINUE FOR THE YEAR 2005, PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK NO
LATER THAN DECEMBER 1, 2004 TO RED RIVER VALLEY
CHAPTER, AGO, BOX 2223, FARGO, ND 58103-2223. WE WILL
ASSUME THAT IF WE DO NOT HEAR YOU NO LONGER WISH
TO ADVERTISE.

“Where words fail, music speaks”
Hans Christian Anderson

'409 8th St. § - Moorhead
(218) 233-1533

7V KORSM

George Korsmo
Greg Craychee
Colleen Lanners
Thomas Pence
Sherman Syverson
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RODGERS CLASSIC ORGANS

Peggy Bartunek, authorized distributor

Digital organs with or without pipes
new consoles for existing pipe organs, MIDI equipment

1- 800-962-6989

WWW, rodgersclassicorgans.com






