








PLANNING FOR WORSHIP SEMINAR HELD..the
ecumenical seminar entitled "Members of One
Body Planning for Worship" which was held
at Concordia College on February 18, 1993
was led by Dr. Paul Westermeyer, an
ordained pastor, an organist and choir
director, and now professor of Church Music
at Luther Northwestern Theological Seminary
in Sst. Paul. In attendance were many
clergy, church musicians, music committees,
and church council members from a wide
variety of denominations.

Westermeyer began, "The church is the
people of God and their fundamental activi-
ty is worship." We all know worship re-
quires leaders such as readers, ushers,
singers, altar guild, and acolytes. Two
leaders, however, are critical: the pastor
and the “"cantor." "Cantor" is Wester-
meyer's term (from the Jewish synagogue)
for the person who leads the peoples' song
in Christian worship.

He went on to define the roles of the
clergy, musicians, and people. He said the
pastor's role is that of “proclaimer"
through the Word and sacraments. By his
training, knowledge, and personal presence,
the pastor contributes the most to the
unity, style, and flow of the service.

The musician also "precclaime" but in
ways that speech cannot. Westermeyer
states,"We need to think of our musical

leaders (or cantors) not as ‘'organ grin-
ders' performers, or entertainers, but as

those who take part in leading the peoples'
song." Together the pastor and musician
lead the peoples' praise (hymns, choir

anthems), their prayers (liturgy), and the
telling of "the story." in fact, hymns
embrace the whole story of God's mighty
acts from Genesis through Revelation.

The pastor and musician assume leader-
ship in tandem. Westermeyer says,"If they
lead well and work together, we have a
powerful partnership; if they don't, we
have a wicked waste." Cooperation in plan-
ning between pastor and musician is all
important. A sensitive musician responds
to the flow the pastor sets and can control
the pacing and tone of a service. This can
be accomplished by considering the spirit
of the hymns, the nature of the introduc-
tions, by the choice of special music for
organ, choir, or soloist - special music
that enhances, repeats, or fits the scrip-
ture texts, the sermon, and hymns for that
particular service or season of the church
year.

But what of the third party in this

partnership - the people? What is their
role? Do they understand the song they are
"called to sing"? The pastor in his sermon,
the musician in the music, each proclaim
"the story". But it is the 1laity, the
people who must carry the "story;" they are
Christ's messengers to carry that story of
faith and salvation out into the world.
(Quotes are by Westermeyer or are from his
book "The Church Musician") Article
submitted by Mercedes Roos.
(Look for more on this topic in a later
newsletter. The seminar was sponsored by
our AGO chapter in cooperation with Charis
and FM Communiversity. ed.)
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