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Message from the Dean                  
Submitted by Dillon J. Swanson 
  

Greetings! 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all of you who showed your 
support in the ballot box this spring. I am humbled and extremely 
honored to be your next Dean.  

As we transition out of the pandemic and into the new normal, I 
encourage you all to take time for rest and renewal. While the rest of 
the world was put on hold, you continued to serve your 
congregations in new ways often involving “additional duties as 
assigned.”  Your mental health is important and you owe it to 
yourselves and your congregations to allow for rest. Many of you 
have transitioned back into in-person liturgies and services and 

continue to transition into the new normal of the church and music worlds.  

Part of my rest and renewal includes reading and professional development. This can mean many 
things, but often times it includes attending conferences, having conversations with fellow organists 
near and far, reading new publications, practice, and lots of hiking. I challenge you do some of the 
same especially as we transition back into full-time, in-person worship after having so much time 
away.  

This week I returned from Indiana where I held the Organ Fellowship residency for the last month 
at Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival. During my fellowship I had the opportunity to 
teach organ lessons, music history, an introduction to the pipe organ class, and a church music 
class. Along with the academics, I was able to participate in the leading of liturgies, collaborative 
organ experiences with the concert choir, and composing music for our daily liturgies. It was a very 
intense, but equally rewarding opportunity. I look forward to sharing more of that with you in the 
future. 

Please check out the newsletter in its entirety! Lots of exciting news regarding our Diamond 
Anniversary celebration events beginning in September!!! 

 

Thank you! 

Dillon J. Swanson, Dean 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson 
 

 

Regular Treasurer’s Report 
For the period May 6, 2021 – July 22, 2021 
BEGINNING BALANCE – Checking (May 6, 2021)                       $5,785.82 

INCOME 

Date                   Description                                                                           Amount 

5/10/21             National A.G.O. for membership dues                                  148.00 
7/9/21               National A.G.O. for membership dues                                    33.00 
                           TOTAL INCOME                                                        $   181.00 

 

EXPENDITURES 

Date        Check No.       Payable To/Description                                         Amount   

6/7/21    Debit Card     OneLicense                                                                185.00 
7/8/21    Debit Card     Wix.com for Website “Pro” package                         264.00 
                           TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                        $    449.00 
 
Net Profit (Loss)                                                                                               (268.00) 
 
ENDING BALANCE (July 22, 2021)                                                   $5,517.82 

 

 

 

Alex P. Swanson, Treasurer 
 

 

 

Chapter Administrators’ Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson & Michael Olson 
 

 Michael Olson has been added to the AGO OnCard site as a 
second chapter administrator for the Red River Valley Chapter, 
which means two chapter members now have full administrative 
access to the chapter’s vital information, officer and membership 
rosters on the AGO OnCard site. 
 
               Membership Breakdown 
                  Regular                                11 

                  Special                                   8 

                  Young Organist                     4 

                  Dual Member                        3 

                  Chapter Friend                      0 

                  TOTAL                                26 

  

Net increase (decrease) from last report: (2) 
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Auditor’s Report 
Submitted by Sally Harmon 
 

I looked through all the statements and compared them with your ledger entries for our AGO 
fiscal year. The books have been audited and found correct! 

Sally Harmon, Auditor 

 

Annual Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Alex P. Swanson 
 

 

Annual Treasurer’s Report 
For the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Balance on hand July 1, 2020                                                                           $5,748.91 

INCOME                   

Membership dues                                                                            894.00 
Memorials                                                                                         20.00 
Donations                                                                                        100.00                            

TOTAL INCOME                                                                                $   1,014.00 

 

EXPENDITURES                   

P. O. Box rental                                                                        $      92.00 
Secretary of State filing fee                                                                10.00 
Website                                                                                            132.00 
Membership dues ( 1 ½ years)                                                          90.00 
American Guild of Organists                                                            50.00 
Livestreaming equipment                                                                391.37                                            
Livestreaming License                                                                     185.00 
Printing supplies                                                                                48.72 
Donations                                                                                          15.00                            

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES                                                                $   1.014.09 
 

Net Profit (Loss)                                                                                               (0.09) 
 

Balance on hand June  30, 2021                                                                       $5,748.82 

 

 

 

Alex P. Swanson, Treasurer 
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Announcements 
 

HISTORY BOOK UPDATE 

Hello! It’s been a while since you’ve been updated on the status of the chapter history book. It is 
coming along nicely, and while it has taken longer than anticipated to complete, chapter 
historians/archivists Dr. Jean Hellner and Alex Swanson are thrilled as it nears completion and 
look forward to its publication. 

If you or anyone you know has anything else regarding the chapter’s history (especially stories!) that 
you would like added to the book, please email Alex at treasurer@rrvago.org 

 

STORAGE AND HELP NEEDED! 

Peggy Bartunek (former chapter member) and Tim Baumann seek storage options for a Rodgers 
527 that Rodgers Classic Organs will be donating to the International Music Camp. John 
Bartunek will deliver it to Fargo, ND on Friday, August 27. He will need two people to help unload 
it and roll it into the storage location. The console is 46.25” tall, 58’ wide, and 27.5” deep. It 
weighs about 350 lbs and with the bench and pedal board, about 500lbs.  

If you or someone you know would be willing to hold this until it can picked up by someone from 
International Music Camp, please contact Tim Baumann at tim@internationalmusiccamp.com or 
715-307-2116. 

 

Employment Opportunities 
 

ADULT CHOIR DIRECTOR – First Presbyterian Church, Fargo ND 

Adult Choir Director Needed! Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:30pm with Sunday Services at 
10:30pm. First Presbyterian Church, 650 2nd Avenue North, Fargo. Contact Sally Harmon at 
Sharmon@FirstPresFargo.org for further information or to apply, send resumé c/o Sally Harmon 
to the church address above. 

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR – Bethesda Lutheran Church, Moorhead MN 

Bethesda Lutheran Church in Moorhead seeks a Choir Director!  Job description details found 
with the link: https://703bb3c7-94a8-4a86-be89-
78ff0e8ea144.filesusr.com/ugd/2b886a_20da3e35a00e4618885306599df46612.pdf 

 

ORGANIST/PIANIST – Bethesda Lutheran Church, Moorhead MN 

Bethesda Lutheran Church in Moorhead seeks a Choir Director!  Job description details found 
with the link : https://703bb3c7-94a8-4a86-be89-
78ff0e8ea144.filesusr.com/ugd/2b886a_fb0e70f4ab1648e3b6667c4d873482db.pdf 
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Composer’s Corner 
Submitted by Dillon J. Swanson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rachel Laurin, 2020 

 
Rachel Laurin 
(b.1961) 
 

Rachel Laurin was born in 1961 in St-Bonoit des Deux-
Montagnes, Province of Québec, Canada. Between 1986-
2006, she was associate organist at St-Joseph’s Oratory, 
Montreal (1986-2002), and titular organist at Notre Dame 
Cathedral, Ottawa (2002-2006). She now devotes herself to 
composition, recitals, master-classes, and lectures. 

Rachel has performed organ recitals in major cities in Canada, the United States, and Europe, and 
has made more than twelve recordings. She is well-known as an improviser and had many 
opportunities teach this art in various schools, including the Montreal Conservatory, the Summer 
School of Sacred Music in Épinal, France, and in many workshop and academies in Canada and 
USA. During the 2009-2010 season, Rachel was “Distinguished Guest Artist” at Yale University. 
Frequently invited to major organ festivals as organist and composer, Rachel was a recitalist at the 
AGO National Convention in 2008 (St. Paul/Minneapolis, Minnesota) and a commissioned 
composer for the AGO National Convention (2010) in Washington, D.C. (Fantasia for Organ and 
Harp, Op. 52) 

Taken from: Wayne Leupold Editions. 

Organ Works: 
 

Trois Pièces, Op. 31 
Symphonie No. 1, Op. 36 
Étude Héroïque, Op. 38 
Douze Courtes Pièces,Vol. 1,  Op. 43 
Introduction and Passacaglia on a Theme by Raymon Daveluy, Op. 44 
Douze Courtes Pièces, Vol.2, Op. 48, 53, 53, and 58 
Épilogue for Solo Organ, Op. 50 
Fantasia for Organ and Harp, Op. 52 
Douze Courtes Pièces, Vol. 3, Op. 64 
Étude-Caprice, Op. 66 
Tone Poem for the Advent Seasons, Op. 69 
Symphonic Etude for solo pedal, Op. 72 
Douze Courtes Pièces, Vol. 5, Op. 75 
Humoresque Hommage à Marcel Dupré for organ, Op. 77 
Finale pour orgue, Op. 78 
 
All available at www.theleupoldfoundation.org 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021 at 12 Noon – FIRST FRIDAY LUNCH 

First Friday Lunch will be held at 12 noon at the Fryn’ Pan Restaurant in Downtown Fargo. Please 
note that they have moved location into the commercial space under the new apartment building 
constructed just north of the previous location. 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021 at 7:00pm: HYMN FESTIVAL  

Please join us in kicking off our RRVAGO Diamond Anniversary Celebration Program Year by 
attending our hymn festival and installation of officers. We will be gathering at First Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Fargo for the event.  
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Contact Information 
 

Red River Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
PO Box 2223 

Fargo, ND 58108-2223 
www.rrvago.org 

www.facebook.com/RRVAGO 
 

Publication Title: Pipeline 
Issue Date: July/August 2021 

Statement of Frequency: Bimonthly 
Editor: Dillon J. Swanson 

 
 
 
 
If you are interested in having the Pipeline delivered to your email inbox, please send a message to dean@rrvago.org and 
include the email address that the newsletter should be sent to. For those without email, we will send a printed copy. Please 
send your mailing information to the email address above. We encourage feedback as well as submission of articles and 
announcements for publication. Please send your completed articles by the 25th day of each even month to  
dean@rrvago.org. The editor reserves the right to accept, reject, edit, or modify any submission. 

 
 

 


